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SUBJECT: UN RESTRUCTURING 

REF: USUN 5857 

1 . MISSION HAS REPORTED PREVIOUSLY THAT THE 32ND UNGA 
APPROVED THE FINAL CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON RESTRUCTURING. REFTEL REPORTS 
OUR INITIAL ASSESSMENT OF THE OUTCOME OF THIS EXERCISE. 

2. AS AMEMBASSY PARIS IS AWARE, THE FRENCH WERE PARTICU- 
LARLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW 
POSITION OF DIRECTOR GENERAL WHICH MIGHT OVERSHADOW THEIR 
SENIOR POSITION IN THE SECRETARIAT (I.E.THE UNDER-SECRETARY- 
GENERAL FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS). THE FINAL RESTRUC- 
DURING PACKAGE CALLS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS POSITION AS 
WELL AS A REDISTRIBUTION OF FUNCTIONS HITHERTO CARRIED OUT BY 
ESA. WE DO NOT KNOW HOW THE FRENCH WILL REACT TO THE FINAL 
RESTRUCTURING PACKAGE; HOWEVER THE FOLLOWING MAY BE OF 
ASSISTANCE IN ANY ENSUING DISCUSSIONS: 
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A. THROUGHOUT THE NEGOTIATIONS THERE WERE EX- 
TREMELY CLOSE CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN USUN AND 
THE FRENCH MISSION TO THE UN. ALTHOUGH SOME- 
TIMES DIFFERING AMONG OURSELVES, ESPECIALLY ON 
TACTICS TO BE EMPLOYED, WE SHARED A GENUINE 
CONCERN TO ENSURE THAT ESA (NOW TO BE CALLED 
THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND 
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DEVELOPMENT) WOULD RETAIN A CRITICAL ROLE IN THE 
SYSTEM AND NOT BE SUBJECT TO DIRECT GUIDANCE 
FROM THE DIRECTOR GENERAL. WHATEVER OUR DIFFERENCES. 
AT NO TIME WERE THEY MADE PUBLIC. 

B. IN HE HECIC FINAL ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS, U.S. 

DELEGAION ARGUED THAT IT WAS ESSENTIAL TO ACHIEVE 
A CONSENSUS TEXT AND THAT THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
SHOULD BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
THE FINAL SHAPE AND NATURE OF THE NEW POSITION. 

WE DID NOT AT ANY TIME IN THIS PROCESS ARGUE SPE- 
CIFICS WHICH WOULD HAVE UNDERCUT THE FRENCH POSI- 
TION. THE FRENCH COMPROMISES ON THE ISSUE OF THE 
DIRECTOR GENERAL WERE THUS MADE IN THE CONTEXT OF 
THE EC-9. 

C. USUN GREATLY APPRECIATES THE FLEXIBILITY SHOWN BY 
THE FRENCH DURING THESE NEGOTIATIONS WHICH 
PERMITTED FINAL AGREEMENT ON A CONSENSUS 

EXT. WE BELIEVE THAT THIS FINAL COMPROMISE 
BASICALLY PROTECTS FRENCH INTERESTS AND WILL 
CONTINUE TO WORK WITH THEM TO ENSURE THAT THE 
UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT PLAYS A 
VITAL ROLE. 
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3. MISSION WOULD ALSO LIKE TO EXPRESS TO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
OUR APPRECIATION FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE THROUGHOUT THESE 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

YOUNG 
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